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Azian Abdullah is Director of SEAMEO RECSAM. She has many years of experience
in science education as a teacher, curriculum developer and trainer. She is currently
the International Council of Associations for Science Education (ICASE) Regional
Representative for Asia. She has presented many papers at international conferences
and fora including the Fifth Japan Education Forum, Second Education Leaders Forum
in Thailand, First Education Leaders Forum in Vietnam, SEAMEO INNOTECH
International Conference in the Philippines and as a Resource Person for the UNESCO
Regional Workshop on Science and Technology Education in Asia Pacific held in Japan.
Email: azian@recsam.edu.my

Nicholas Burnett is a managing director of the Results for Development Institute,
responsible for its programs in education and in governance. He was formerly a World
Bank human development manager for West and Central Africa, Director of the UNESCO
Education for All Global Monitoring Report and UNESCO Assistant Director-General for
Education. His current work focuses mainly on education finance, especially innovative
finance and the global aid architecture, and on the promotion of research and policy
analysis in education in developing countries. He was responsible for three Global
Monitoring Reports and his most recent publication is Innovative Finance for Education,
co-authored with Desmond Bermingham (OSI ESP Working Paper 5, 2010).

Email: nburnett@resultsfordevelopment.org

Devadason Robert Peter is the Deputy Director for Research and Development, RECSAM.
He has many years of experience in science and ICT education in schools, teacher training
institute and RECSAM. He was a foreign research fellow in the University of Tsukuba in
December 2009/January 2010 where he contributed a paper on “Malaysia’s Cooperation
to Developing Countries as an Emerging Donor”. He was the chief editor and chapter
contributor of the book “The State of Use of ICT in the Teaching and Learning of Science
& Mathematics Among Schools in SEAMEO Member Countries”.

Email: drobertp@recsam.edu.my.

Birger Fredriksen is currently a consultant on education in developing countries. Before
retiring he held various positions at the World Bank, including manager of the macro-
economic division for West Africa, director of human development for Africa, and senior
education advisor for Africa. Prior to that he headed the Economic Division of the
Norwegian Institute of International Affairs, Oslo, Norway, and held various positions at
UNESCO and OECD, both in Paris, France. His published work has focused on education
development issues, especially in Sub-Saharan Africa. Recent publications include “An
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African Exploration of the East Asian Education Experience” co-edited with Jee-Peng Tan
and published by the World Bank in 2008.
Email: birger.j.fredriksen@gmail.com

Marito Garcia, Ph.D., has held various technical and management positions at the World
Bank where he currently leads the Bank’s programs on education and early childhood
development in Africa. He has written extensively on education, consumption behavior
and child development issues in developing countries. His latest three books are: Africa’s
Future, Africa’s Challenge: ECD in Sub-Saharan Africa (2008), Youth in Africa’s
Labor Market (2008), and Cash Transfers Programmes: Emerging Safety Net in Africa
(forthcoming 2010). Prior to joining the World Bank, he was a research fellow at IFPRI --
an international think-tank based in Washington DC.

Email: Mgarcial@worldbank.org

Kenneth King has been associated with the School of Education and the Centre of African
Studies in the University of Edinburgh since 1972. He is now Emeritus Professor of
International and Comparative Education. His research interests are on aid policies to
education; training in the informal sector; skills development; higher education; and
knowledge policies. He has been Editor of NORRAG NEWS, an aid policy review, for 25
years (www.norrag.org). He is on the EFA GMR Advisory Board. He has supported work
on a TVET strategy for UNESCO, Paris, and completed a Fundamental of Educational
Planning (I1EP) on Technical and Vocational Skills Development (2010) with Robert
Palmer. He is currently writing a book on China’s aid to education in Africa.

Email: Kenneth.King@ed.ac.uk

Kye Woo Lee is a chaired professor of economics at the Hankuk University of Foreign
Studies and a visiting professor at the KDI School of Public Policy and Management. He
is @ member of Prime Minister’s Committee on International Development Assistance
and served as an advisor to the Korea Export and Import Bank, which offers official
development assistance. Prof. Lee also served with the World Bank in Washington, DC for
26 years in various capacities including an executive. Prof. Lee has written several books
and articles on economic development and international trade and finance, including “An
Evaluation of Korea's 20-Year ODA,” Korea Focus 16 (4): 107-126 .

Email: kwlee2@hufs.ac.kr

Ng Khar Thoe is a Specialist in Research and Development (R&D) Division, RECSAM.
She has many years of experience in science teaching integrating ICT with involvement
in international programmes incorporating R&D activities as resource person. She has
contributed to more than 50 research-based publications related to policy and pedagogy.
She is co-author of a book chapter for Framework for ICT policy: Government, social and
legal issues (with E.A.Esharenana, IGI Global, 2010) and co-editor and author of a book
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chapter for SEAMEO Resource Package: Human Values-based Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene Education (HVWSHE) (with P.Pannen, et al., SEAMOLEC and UN-HABITAT,
2007).

Email: nkt@recsam.edu.my

Olav Seim holds a MSc in Comparative Politics from the University of Bergen, Norway.
Before joining the Norwegian Foreign Service in 1988, he worked in the Norwegian
Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad) and the Ministry of Trade and Shipping.
He has been posted in Hong Kong, Rome and Bangkok. In the Ministry Mr. Seim
has specialized in development issues, with a special interest in education and the
strengthening of the multilateral system. Mr. Seim joined UNESCO in 2008 as director
for the Education for All (EFA) International Coordination Team.

Email: o.seim@unesco.org

Alan Pence is UNESCO Chair for Early Childhood Education, Care and Development,
and Professor, University of Victoria, Canada. He has worked in the field of ECCD since
1971, with a primary focus on cross-cultural and international early childhood care and
development since the late 1980s. He is the founder and Director of the Early Childhood
Development Virtual University (ECDVU), a graduate level web-based leadership and
capacity building program active in Africa and the Middle East. He has published ten
books: Africa’s Future - Africa’s Challenge: Early Childhood Care and Development in
Sub-Saharan Africa (edited with Garcia and Evans, 2008), and Supporting Indigenous
Children’s Development (with Ball, 2006) relate most closely to the focus of this
publication.

Email: apence@uvic.ca

Digby G. Swift is an International Development Consultant and formerly Visiting
Professor at CICE, Hiroshima University. He retired in 2008 from the UK Department
for International Development after 20 years as Senior Education Adviser which included
negotiating aid to over 20 countries in Africa and the Middle East and a secondment to
the European Commission focusing on aid coordination. Prior to this he spent 20 years in
universities and schools in East Africa and the UK teaching and researching on physics
and on science education, and especially on means of making both more relevant to the
local environment. His books include a number of UK school textbooks, and Physics for
Rural Development (John Wiley, 1983).

Email: dggswift@googlemail.com

N.V. Varghese is Head of Governance and Management in Education at the International
Institute for Educational Planning (IIEP/UNESCO), Paris. He was Professor and Head of
Educational Planning at the National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration
(NIEPA), New Delhi. His recent research focuses on issues related to governance and
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management of higher education. His recent publications include: Higher education
reforms : Institutional Restructuring in Asia, (IIEP/UNESCO, 2009); Globalization,
economic crisis and national strategies for higher education development (IIEP/
UNESCO, 2009); Growth and expansion of private higher education in Africa (I1EP/
UNESCO, 2006).

E-mail: nv.varghese@iiep.unesco.org

Wahyudi is a science teacher at SMA Negeri 8 — a secondary school in Yogyakarta,
Indonesia. He has been working as science education specialist at SEAMEO RECSAM,
Penang, Malaysia for four years since 2006. His research focuses on students-teacher
interaction, classroom learning environment and classroom based action research. He
has published papers in edited books and the International Journal such as Research In
Science Education (RISE), Learning Environment Research and Journal of Science and
Mathematics Education in South East Asia. During his service at SEAMEO RECSAM,
he has been actively involved as the editor for the Journal of Science and Mathematics
Education in Southeast Asia (2006-2010).

Email: wahyudiw@yahoo.com

Kazuhiro Yoshida is professor at CICE, Hiroshima University. His main research interests
are in education policy reform, skills development and international cooperation. He
has been advising ministries of foreign affairs, finance, and education, on education aid
policies and has recently served as a member of Evaluation Oversight Committee for the
Mid-Term Evaluation of EFA Fast Track Initiative. He has extensive work experiences as
an education economist at the World Bank and Japan International Cooperation Agency.
His recent books include Industrial Skills Development — Globalization and Human
Resource Development in Developing Countries co-edited with A. Okada and S. Yamada
(2008, Nihonhyoronsha in Japanese). Email: yoshidak@hiroshima-u.ac.jp
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