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Panel Session 1

“What Do We Mean by Quality of Education? -

From Multiple Viewpoints”

Moderator: Ho Thanh My Phuong, Assistant Director, Dean of the Educational 
Management Division, Southeast Asian Ministers of 
Education Organization - Regional Training Center 
(SEAMEO RETRAC)

Panelists: Joseph Ampiah, Director of the Centre for Research on Improving Quality of
Primary Education in Ghana (CRIQPEG), 
University of Cape Coast, Ghana

 Hanako Senuma, Senior Researcher, Department for Curriculum Research, 
Curriculum Research Center, National Institute for
Educational Policy Research of Japan

 Daniel Sifuna, Department of Educational Foundations, 
Kenyatta University, Kenya

 Héctor Valdés, Coordinator of The Latin American Laboratory for 
Assessment of the Quality of Education (LLECE)- 
Santiago UNESCO, Former Director of Central Institute of 
Pedagogical Science of Cuba
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Dr. Ho Thanh My Phuong is the Assistant Director of the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization - 

Regional Training Center (SEAMEO-RETRAC), and Dean of the Educational Management Division of SEAMEO-

RETRAC in Vietnam. She obtained her Doctoral Degree in Education from the University of Southern California in 

2004. RETRAC provides trainees from SEAMEO member countries, Afghanistan, etc, under external funding from 

organizations such as the World Bank and the Asia Development Bank.

Dr. Joseph Ghartey Ampiah holds a Ph.D. in science education and is a Senior Lecturer, Head of Department, and 

Director of Research Centre at the University of Cape Coast, Ghana. Prior to this, he was a Visiting Professor at CICE, 

Hiroshima University, Japan. He is currently a Visiting Research Fellow at the same University. He has worked on a 

number of projects with researchers from other African countries as well as the UK, the Netherlands, and Japan. 

Ms. Hanako Senuma is Senior Researcher of the Curriculum Research Center of the National Institute for Educational 

Policy Research (NIER), Japan. Since 1983 she has worked in the Mathematics Education Division and was the head 

of Mathematics Education Division from 1998 to 2001. She has been serving as a National Research Coordinator and 

member of the International Mathematics Item Review Committee for IEA Trends in International Mathematics and 

Science Study (TIMSS 1999, 2003, and 2007) and as a consortium member of International Mathematics Expert Group 

(MEG) for the OECD Programme for International Students Assessment (PISA 2003 and 2006). 

Dr. Daniel N. Sifuna is a Professor of History of Education and Comparative Education in the Department of 

Educational Foundations at Kenyatta University in Nairobi and Director of OWN & Associates: Centre for Research 

and Development. He holds the following degrees: B.Ed., M.A (Education), and Ph.D. He has published several books, 

as well as many referred articles on education in local and international journals. He has also held many prominent 

positions in academia and professional organizations.

Dr. Héctor Valdés Veloz is Regional Coordinator of the Latin America Laboratory for Assessment of the Quality of 

Education (LLECE) in OREALC/UNESCO in Santiago, Chile. He has 32 years of experience in teaching, and he has 

been working in education at the school-level as well as in the Ministry of Education of Cuba, where he comes from. He 

was the Director of Central Institute of Pedagogical Science of Cuba, 2002-2008 and has published 15 books and over 

35 articles in Latin America and Europe about the evaluation of educational quality




