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EFA goals, as well as MDGs, deal with quantitative averages and do not discuss 

the content of education.  I will therefore address two main issues that have to do with different ways of thinking about 

education goals:  Equity and educational content.  

a) The equity issue is defined as the distribution of quality education.  We now have to look at the distribution of 

learning outcomes; the way to face difficult challenges such as reaching rural, indigenous, migrant populations, and 

persons with special needs; the imperative of financing the achievement of equity objectives; the challenge of providing 

relevant education in a multicultural world; and at the classroom level, the importance of discovering and dealing with 

diversity.  

b) The content issue is approached by rethinking the balance between knowledge, skills, and values.  The point is 

made that values education – citizenship, intercultural education, environmental awareness, among others -- must be 

prioritized. Artistic education has to be given a greater importance than up to now, as well as the development of higher 

order thinking skills, including the ability to access and discriminate information and to learn and discover knowledge.
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