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Foreword

Tatsuya Kusakabe
Associate Professor, CICE

The HU-USM Student Exchange program successfully finished on 13th December 2019. When
the farewell moment at the station, both universities students regret at parting, which tells us the story
of their fruitful experiences. The event itself was the 8th for Hiroshima University since it initiated at
Kenyatta University in Kenya on Dec 2011. This mutual exchange program between two universities
is conceived as the program not only for professional researchers but also for students who are
interested in international exchange. According to the framework, this event characterized by student
initiative which as core philosophy. The student initiatives are realized as planning freedom as for
presentation and fieldwork contents throughout from preparation period to end of the event.

This event is planed that the students could be presented and discussed their study contents in
English in nearly future. The students has made growth their study while having a hot discussion. At
the colloquium, students made excellent presentations and showed steady growth. Moreover, the
planning of the field work was done very carefully by the students and ended without any accidents.

It is more precious than anything else that the event was run by such student ownership, and [ am
proud to walk together with the students as a teacher in charge. And I hope these successful result must
take over to next members in both of university.

Finally, I would like to express my appreciation to all of related professors, students and officers.

Tatsuya Kusakabe
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Overview

Cultural and Regional Studies Course
Devision of Educational Develoment and Cultural and Regional Studies
Graduate School for International Development and Cooperation

Masahiro Yamamoto

The Centre for the Study of International cooperation in Education (CICE) held “HU-USM
STUDENT COLLOQUIUM 2019” at Higashi-Hiroshima campus, Hiroshima University.

Its slogan was “Change through Cross-Cultural Interactions”. It implied that the students who
joined the colloquium would be able to change and boost themselves up to next levels based on the
interactions with the students who had entirely different backgrounds of lives.

They asked presenters a lot of questions and expressed their opinions. Those questions and
opinions got to the point so that presenters could be reflexive and critical to themselves.

HU-USM STUDENT COLLOQUIUM 2019 strengthened the tie between Hiroshima
University and Universiti Sains Malaysia and it also became the bridge which led those universities to

next colloquium.



DATE TIME EVENT
Sun: 9:45 Pick up HU students at Daigakukaikan Mae bus stop
08/12/2019 10:00 Pick up USM students at Higashi Hiroshima Station
10:20 The bus going to Hiroshima University departs
10:35 Arrive at Daigakukaikan Mae bus stop

Campus-Tour and prepare for the colloquium

16:00 Check in Faculty Club
Mon: 8:00 USM: breakfast at Daigakukaikan Mae Syokudo
09/12/2019 8:00 HU: Preparation for presentations
09:00- Opening Ceremony
09:30
Welcome Remarks
Opening Remarks
Remarks by Students

Photo-Shoot

09:30- Break Time
10:00

10:00- Presentations (HU)
11:30

11:30- Break Time
11:45

11:45- Presentations (USM)
13:15

13:15- Lunch-Break
14:45

14:45- Presentations (HU)
16:15

16:15- Break Time
16:30

16:30- Presentations (USM)
18:00

Tue: 8:00 USM: Breakfast at Daigakukaikan Mae Syokudo
10/12/2019 8:00 HU: Preparation

9:00- Presentations (HU)

10:30




10:30- Break Time
10:45
10:45- Presentations (USM)
12:15
12:15- Break Time
13:45
13:45- Presentations (HU)
15:15
15:15- Break Time
15:30
15:30- Presentations (USM)
17:00
18:30- Welcome Party
20:30
Wed: 8:00 USM: Breakfast at Daigakukaikan Mae Syokudo
11/12/2019 9:20 Meet up at Daigakukaikan Mae bus stop
9:30 The bus going to Yamato museum departs
10:10- Yamato Museum
12:10
12:25 The bus going to Indian restaurant Maya departs
12:45- Lunch at Indian restaurant Maya Hiro-ten
14:15
14:30 The bus going to Fude no Sato Kobo departs
15:00- Japanese Calligraphy Brush Factory (Fude no Sato Kobo)
16:30
16:45 The bus going to Hiroshima Station departs
17:30- Free time at Hiroshima station
18:45
19:00- Dinner at OKOSTA
20:30
20:45 The bus going to Hiroshima University departs
21:15 Arrive at Daigakukaikan Mae bus stop
Thu: 8:00 USM: Breakfast at Daigakukaikan Mae Syokudo
12/12/2019 8:50 Meet up at Daigakukaikan Mae bus stop
9:00 The bus going to Miyajima-gate departs
10:00 Arrive at Miyajima-gate
10:10- Take a ferry to Miyajima Island
10:25




10:30- Free time at Miyajima Island
12:25
12:25 Meet up at Miyajima Ferry-Station
12:40- Take a ferry to Miyajima-gate
12:55
13:00 The bus going to Peace Memorial Park departs
13:30 Arrive at Peace Memorial Park
13:30- Free time at Peace Memorial Park and Peace Memorial Museum
15:45
16:00- A lecture by an Atomic bomb survivor
17:00
17:10 The bus going to JICA Chugoku Internatinal Centre departs
18:00 Arrive at JICA Chugoku International Centre
18:15- Dinner at Rakoruto in JICA Chugoku International Centre
19:30
19:45 The bus going to Hiroshima University departs
19:55 Arrive at Daigakukaikan Mae bus stop
Fri: 8:00 USM: Breakfast at Daigakukaikan Mae Syokudo
13/12/2019 8:30 HU: Preparation
09:00- Closing Ceremony
10:00
Closing Remarks
Vote of Thanks
Remarks by Students
The presentation of Certificate
12:50 Meet up on first floor in Faculty Club and go to Daigaku Kaikan Mae bus
stop
13-15- The bus going to Sogo Fukushi Centre departs
13:30
13:35- Go to You me town Higashi Hiroshima ten
15:00
15:00- Cook Malaysian and Japanese cuisine
17:00
17:00- Farewell Party
19:00
19:00- Clearance
19:45
20:00 The bus going to Daigakukaikan Mae bus stop departs




Sat: 9:00 Check Out

14/12/2019 9:15 Pick up at Faculty Club
9:30 The bus going to Hiroshima Castle departs
10:20 Arrive at Hiroshima Castle
10:30 Stroll around Hiroshima Castle
14:15 Meet up at Hiroshima Castle
14:30 The bus going to Hiroshima Station departs
15:00 Arrive at Hiroshima Station
15:30 The bus going to Hiroshima University departs
16:20 Arrive at Hiroshima University




ShN%4—& (List of Participants)

< L— U7 REKF (Universiti Sains Malaysia)

Name School Year

Muhammad Amar Bin Ahmad (leader) School of Educational Studies B3

Nang Sofwatun Najwa Binti Nek Ali School of Educational Studies B3

Mohamad Nazreen Bin Shahul Hamid School of Humanities D4

Mohd Hafiz Bin Ahmad School of Educational Studies M2

Teoh Xi Yao School of Educational Studies M2

Erwan Faiz Bin Ahmad School of Educational Studies B4

Jennifer Tiong Yae Jen School of Educational Studies B4

Muhammad Afif Bin Abdul Latiff School of Science Psychic B4

Amrin Bin Suhaimi School of Housing, Building and Planning | B3

Mohamad Nurzakwan Bin Mohd Sabri School of Educational Studies B3

Mohamad Syukuri Bin Kasdi School of Educational Studies B3

Sanglisha a/p Kunasekaran School of Communication B3

J& B K% (Hiroshima University)
Name School Year

Masahiro Yamamoto (leader) Graduate  School  for  International | M1
Development and Cooperation

Aoi Takahira (vice-leader) School of Education B4

Lei Cao Graduate School  for  International | D2
Development and Cooperation

Chiemi Kurokawa Graduate  School  for  International | D1
Development and Cooperation

Yoshu Ota Graduate School  for  International | M1
Development and Cooperation

Yuki Okumura Graduate  School  for  International | M1
Development and Cooperation

Takumu Hashimoto Graduate School  for  International | M1
Development and Cooperation

Akito Mimasu School of Education B4

Yusuke Muraki School of Education B4

Honoka Yokoyama School of Education B4

Mina Tanioka School of Education B3

Mami Tatara School of Literature B2
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Preparation

Educational Development Course
Devision of Educational Develoment and Cultural and Regional Studies
Graduate School for International Development and Cooperation

M195682 Takumu Hashimoto

This paper aims to describe brief information of preparation for HU-USM colloquium and
fieldworks which were held in Hiroshima, Japan, from 7" December to 14" December. Furthermore,
the authors wish future HU participants could utilize this report for more effective and well-designed

colloquiums.

Preparation for Presentations

Our first meeting was held at the end of May 2019 to share each participants’ academic
interests. More importantly, we discussed how we would conduct our presentations whether we would
make group presentations or personal presentations. As you saw, HU-side had two group-presentations
and all the others were personal presentations.

Obviously, there were different types of HU students from sophomore to doctoral candidates
so that seniors had to help juniors, who would make his/ her presentation in English for the first time.

In the middle of November, we held a rehearsal session with inviting Assoc Prof Kusakabe
and Researcher Choi at CICE (Center for the Study of International Cooperation in Education) seminar
room.

By the way, while all of presentations from HU side were related to their own academic
interest, most of USM students seemed to make presentations which may be connected to the slogan
of colloquium “Change through Cross-Cultural Interactions”. It may be good idea to have consistency
of presentation theme whether unifying into the slogan or our own research interests from my own

point of view.

Preparation for Logistics

It must be much tougher than last year for HU students to hold this colloquium in terms of
preparation for logistics which were related to reservations of various types of places both inside and
outside of HU campus.

On the one hand, we had to discuss where we would take USM students with careful
consideration on feasibility. As a result, we decided to visit following places; Yamato Museum
(Battleship Museum); Miyajima (Shinto Shrine); Japanese Calligraphy Museum; and Peace Memorial

Museum (Atomic Bomb Museum).

13



On the other hand, we made several reservations in HU campus such places where we had
colloquium session (Gakushi-Kaikan 2F), welcome party (La-Bohem) and breakfast (Daigaku-Kaikan
Canteen).

At last, I would like to write on future consideration here. It was luck of consideration for
vegetarian students who were struggling to find their edible foods. It was not enough to consider on

halal food but we also need to prepare edible foods for vegetarian students.

Acknowledgement

Especially, I would like to express my thanks for a group of students who were responsible
for managing fieldwork session. Needless to say, all of participants got involved in the preparations,
however most of reservation procedures were conducted by them.

Furthermore, some important parts of logistics procedures with regarding to university
budget were conducted by CICE. I also would like to write on my gratitude for CICE staffs, Assoc
Prof Kusakabe and Researcher Choi.
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Presentation

School of Education
B163805 Aoi Takahira

In this colloquium, every participant was supposed to give a presentation about his or her own
research. Each of us had 25 minutes, 20 minutes for a presentation and 5 minutes for a Q&A session.

This year, we, students from Hiroshima University, needed to prepare for our presentations
while preparing for field works and other events. So, even though we wanted to make the most of this
opportunity that we could give presentations in English to students from Malaysia and discuss with
them, I felt it was hard to prepare enough. However, in rehearsal, we could get advice from professors
and each of us. Also, we had a few meetings to get feedbacks on our own presentations, so we did our
best in the limited amount of time.

Here is the schedule that we followed to prepare our presentations.

Dates Schedule Details
10/8 Students’ meeting Give feedback on presentations each
other
10/13 Deadline for the first | Share each draft via Dropbox
draft in Japanese
10/28 The general meeting
11/8 Students’ meeting Revision for presentations
11/13 Students’ meeting Revision for presentations
11/14,15 Rehearsals Students gave presentations and had

QA sessions in front of all members
and professors.

11/19 Students’ meeting Revision for presentations
11/20 Check Reception hall in
Faculty club in advance
12/8 The final deadline for
our presentation Power
Point
12/9,10 Presentation

17
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Welcome Party

Program in English Language and Culture Education
Cluster 3: Language and Culture Education

School of Education

B173454 Mina Tanioka

After we finished presentations, we held Welcome Party at a restaurant in Faculty-Club “La
Boheme”. Halal dishes were served there because there were some Muslim students from USM. We
all were released from nervous feelings of presentation and we enjoyed food, chatting and dancing.
We were also excited to join the field work that started from the next day of Welcome Party.

USM students wore traditional cloth of their culture. For example, Sally, china dress and

Malay traditional cloth. It is a unique point of Malaysia which has some religions in one country.

During Welcome Party, HU and USM students showed their traditional dances every year.
This year, we chose Okinawa’s traditional dance “Eisa” because one of HU students was from Goto
Islands and she knew how to dance it. HU students wore Happi coats and they danced Eisa with
Japanese drums. USM students also joined and they danced together. That was very exciting.

USM students also showed us their traditional dances They included an Indian dance in one
music and that showed a multicultural unity in Malaysia. HU students joined their dance and we
enjoyed dancing for a while.

After the dances, we enjoyed dishes, singing songs and dancing all together. We could be

closer after Welcome Party.
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Fieldwork

Graduate School for International Development and Cooperation

M194275 Yuki Okumura

On December 11" and 12, we visited various places in Hiroshima prefecture as a fieldwork.
HU students had prepared for this event and guided USM students with the aim of having expensive

time and experiences.

December 11
Destination: Yamato museum, Indian food restaurant, Fudenosato Kobo (Japanese Calligraphy Brush

Factory), OKOSTA (Okonomiyaki restaurant)

At Yamato Museum, we were overwhelmed by the 1/10 scale battleship Yamato and studied

together the history of Kure, Japan's largest naval arsenal city. In the calligraphy experience, USM

students enjoyed Japanese culture by writing their names and their favorite Japanese words in Kanji,

S e

f’lklbll

while being confused with their
first experience. In making Okonomiyaki,
thanks to a polite explanation by Kanako,
one of the colloquium members in last
colloquium, we enjoyed making and
having Okonomiyaki with a friendly

atmosphere.
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December 12th

Destination: Miyajima island, Peace Memorial Park and Peace Memorial Museum, JICA Chugoku

In Miyajima island, we had no chance to see the torii gateway because unfortunately it was
under construction. However, at Itsukushima Shrine, we were able to play fortunes and enjoy the old
cityscape. At Peace Memorial Museum, we learned about the tragedy of the atomic bomb through raw
photographs and relics. Also, we thought about the importance of peace from a different sense than
Yamato Museum. During the testimony by Emiko Okada, the A-bomb survivors and peace messengers,
she introduced picture books drawn by Malaysians and talked about the opinions as Hibakusya and
wishes for young generations. We, although having the different backgrounds as Malaysians and

Japanese, should keep it mind this history and continue to think about what we can do to pass on

memories together.

Through group activities and bus transfers of
two days, we enjoyed talking, exchanging each culture,
and deepen our friendship. HU students hope that USM
students got something through our guide. We are sure
that these memories have become unforgettable and

expensive for all of us.
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Farewell Party

School of Education
B165334 Yusuke Muraki

USM students held a farewell party for HU students at Higashi-Hiroshima Sogo Fukushi
center on 13", Decemeber. In the party, USM students taught HU students how to cook Malaysian
cuisine. Learning how to cook it was a great experience for HU students.

At the end of the party, USM students gave massage-boards with gratitude and presents to
HU students. Afterword, HU students gave massage-boards to USM students in return. On the massage
boards, there were a lot of worming messages and they reminded us of whole HU-USM STUDENT
COLLOQUIUM 2019. I felt very lonely when I thought about the little rest time with USM students.
After HU and USM students gave message boards to each other, they talked a lot and took many
pictures until the end of Farewell Party.

This Farewell Party was one of the best parties in HU-USM STUDENT COLLOQUIUMs.
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Change

Cultural and Regional Studies Course
Devision of Educational Develoment and Cultural and Regional Studies
Graduate School for International Development and Cooperation

M192597 Masahiro Yamamoto

Introduction

I took part in HU-USM STUDENT COLLOQUIUM 2019 as CICE student-leader. I made a
presentation on the first day in Colloquium-Week and discussed an issue in Thailand which is also
related to Malaysia. HU students and USM students gave me a lot of feedbacks so that I could be
reflexive and critical on myself. In addition, I re-learnt about the history of Hiroshima through

fieldworks with USM students.

Presentation

HU and USM students made presentations on the first and second day in Colloquium-Week.
Each topic of their presentations was unique whereby students asked a lot of questions and they were
active during presentations.

The title of my presentation was “Can Thai Government Apply its National Education to
Malay Muslims?” Some of Malay Muslims, who lived in the kingdom of Pattani (It is said that the
kingdom existed around Pattani in Thailand.), became Thai citizens since 1909 because UK
government and Siam (Thai) government concluded a treaty in the year and they demarcated a border
on the territory of the kingdom thereby some parts of the territory were added in Thailand and the
other parts were added in Malaysia.

Thai government conducted some policies to assimilate Malay Muslims into Thailand. One
of them was education. For example, Thai government tried to teach Thai language and Buddhism
through educational systems at school but Malay Muslims rebelled against those policies because they
still had identities as Malay Muslims. Thai government and Malay Muslims have remained tensions
between them as used to be.

I focused on the educational policies, which Thai government conducted, in my presentation
and asked audience “Can Thai government apply its national education to Malay Muslims?” They
made pairs and groups to discuss it and expressed their opinions even though thinking-time was short.
Their feedbacks made me be reflexive and critical on myself. I would like to apply them to my future-

research.
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Fieldwork
HU and USM students mainly visited Yamato Museum and Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Museum. They made groups and looked around the museums. I also did it with some USM students.
They and I discussed World War 2 (WW2) based on what we saw there. They told me that
Japanese armies invaded Malaysia during WW2 and they killed its people. Some of them also asked
me questions such as “What do you think of the US?”” or “Do you hate the US?” Those questions made
me realise I had not seriously thought of wars even I was from Hiroshima. I had good experiences as

well as USM students did through fieldworks.

Conclusion

HU and USM students boosted themselves up through Colloquium-Week. I am sure that their
experiences will be confidence which support them in the days ahead.

I have acted as a student-leader since May, 2019. I had not been a leader before I joined CICE
and I sometimes accidentally confused CICE members and USM members but they always supported
me. I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to them all.

There is one more person that I would like to say “ARIGATO”. He is “the I” who put my
right hand up during a meeting to select CICE student-leader. I had once-in-a-lifetime experience, met
a lot of friends I would never forget and changed myself through cross-cultural interactions thanks to
him.

What I have experienced during HU-USM STUDENT COLLOQUIUM 2019 became a

milestone in my life. I will never forget it and move forward with it no matter how much time goes by.
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The objectives and reflections

Program in Elementary School Teacher Education
Cluster 1: School Education
School of Education
B163805 Aoi Takahira
Introduction
It was second time for me to join HU-USM colloquium. When I finished joining it last year,
I did not think that I would join it again. However, I did it again with different objectives because I
found something that I wanted to achieve with this opportunity. Also, I became an assistant leader in

order to make some actions easily.

The objectives and reflections

There were some objectives for me as a student who was going to host USM students.
Roughly speaking, they were making opportunities for HU students to have discussions before USM
students came and joined. In the following sentences, I will describe the objectives more specifically.

Firstly, in the preparatory stages, I wanted to decide and organize the contents of this
colloquium by considering its purposes with discussing HU members. For example, when we decided
where we visited as field works, I wanted each HU member to have each opinion according to their
purposes on spending time together with USM students in Hiroshima. Then, after we decided where
to visit, I expected to have some opportunities to talk about our own images of the places or what we
found by researching them. I thought that this would help us to have our own opinions that could be
shared with USM students. Also, importantly, that would give us chances to discuss each other.

Secondly, during the colloquium, taking questions from USM students as starts, I hoped to
exchange our opinions each other. Of course, just staying together had made our question our values
sometimes. However, I thought that we could try to go deeper than that because we had prepared for
it by spending much time.

Finally, after the colloquium, I expected that every HU and USM student would bring
something to consider back to their own daily lives. Also, I thought that we should have reflected on
what we experienced, thought and felt. Obviously, it was necessary to enjoy but that was not enough.
We need to reflect on it to develop ourselves and make it better in next year.

When 1 decided to join as a second time, I was thinking about what I just stated above.
However, reflecting on what I have done, I do not think that I could put it into practice enough. [ knew
it from the beginning but I had many to do except things about this colloquium so I did not have time
enough to work on it. I believe that students will face the same problems after this year so we need to

consider the way we could do the most without the excuse that we were busy.
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Conclusion

Finally, I am so honored to be a member of the colloquium and truly thankful for the
contributions from all the professors, stuffs and students. In all of your efforts, you have been such
supportive and loving people. I have been affected by each of USM and HU students and the
encounters with them have made me think a lot. In fact, during preparation, I did regret joining this
colloquium sometimes because I could not do enough as I wanted to. However, all the encounters were
definitely my precious experiences. As my last job, I would like to reflect on what I have experienced

through being involved in this colloquium and take those over for the next generation.
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HU-USM STUDENT COLLOQUIUM 2019

Educational Development Course
Devision of Educational Develoment and Cultural and Regional Studies
Graduate School for International Development and Cooperation

M195160 Yoshu Ota

<Introduction>

After graduating from a university in 2017, I participated in JOCV which stands for Japan
Overseas Cooperation Volunteers of JICA and returned to Japan in July 2019 after working for two
years as a primary school teacher in the Republic of Maldives. Then, I entered a graduate school at
Hiroshima University in October. Since Maldives is one of the strict Muslim counties, I am studying
the relationship between the participation in physical education and Islam. Listening to the opinions
of Muslims from other countries is also important to proceed with my dissertation so I participated in
this colloquium. I felt that Malaysian students were more embracing diversity such as religion than

Maldives and had many new discoveries.

<Through the presentations>

First, my thesis seeks ways to identify and
overcome these difficulties because Muslim girls are
less likely to participate in exercise and physical
education classes than other Muslims and boys.
Therefore, after showing an Islamic faith strength in a
step-by-step based on research papers and the
characteristics of women's clothing for each region and
island in the Maldives, I was planning to study the access
to each PE class. During the presentation, in order to
stimulate the interest of the audience, I introduced a
paper that the religion of urban and rural areas in
Malaysia through questionnaire surveys, it determined

that citizens living in rural areas tend to be more

religious. I gave a presentation that this result would be
used for my research in the Maldives. However, the audience did not respond favourably, and the one
of the USM doctoral students only provided comments. When I talked to most Muslim students after
my presentation, it is unforgettable that everyone said something similar comments such as "There is

a difference of faith each region but it is nonsense to measure it." For instance, even if a woman is
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wearing nigab which is recognised the most rigorous believer, it may be due to the local culture or just
the desire of her husband. For the reasons, no one can measure inside the true heart.

The points which pointed out this time will be the key points of my thesis so I would like to
spend more time thinking.

Next, I would like to state one thing which learned from USM. It is an overwhelming
presentation skill. Everyone was wonderful English speakers. In particular, a few female students
always look up and I remember that they were really attracted with beautiful pronunciation just like a
newscaster. In fact, [ stopped studying speaking about a year before I became able to speak English to

some extent so I felt the need to study again in order to work abroad using it in the future.

<Conclusion>

I have learned that it is usual for Malaysians to speak various languages and exist different
religions nearby. I do not know if that is the reason but I felt such kind of softness rather than kindness
from them when I spent with them in a week so I would like to utilize this experience for the future

research and fieldwork.
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What Do Cross-Cultural Interactions Bring About?

Peace and Coexistence Course
Devision of Development Science
Graduate School for International Development and Cooperation

M194275 Yuki Okumura

Introduction
This was the second time for
me to participate in HU-USM
Colloquium. I had a lot of wonderful
experiences thanks to the great
hospitality by USM students last
year, which made me encouraged to
join it again.
The theme of this year is “Change
Through Cross-Cultural
Interactions”. In this event, what do

Cross-Cultural Interactions bring

about?

What I have learned
-Presentation and discussion session

I made my presentation about arts therapy for refugee children related to my major,
peacebuilding or conflicts and peace studies. Last year I felt difficult to make an interesting
presentation that even people who is out of fields enjoyed. This year I have improved through
figuring out two points. First one is setting clear theme. I made my presentation with the aims for
giving audiences the opportunity to think about war all over the world and advances of arts therapy
for war-affected refugee children. Second one is adopting some movies to tell the audiences the
clear massages like above. I learned this technique in the last years’ experience. I recognized USM
students used some movies effectively and it can give people impacts to remember their messages,
which cannot have only nonverbal information. My improvements worked well. The audiences
asked me many interesting questions and some members commented to me that my presentation
was impressive and clear.

Also, I learned the academic information from the presentations by USM students majoring

counselling. They presented that we should consider the cultural differences for the patients with
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different background. This is the essential knowledge for me from Malaysian students who live in

a multicultural society.

-Interaction with USM students

As I said, I study about peace and conflicts in my graduate school. I consider about the fact
that there are many ongoing conflict areas in this world. Considering the root causes of conflicts,
some people argue that it comes from the "differences" — Differences of Language, skin color, and
religion. However, this opinion is questionable. Why? I believe that cultural interactions bring about
grass-roots peacebuilding. This colloquium showed. We shared our knowledge based on our
background at the presentation session, danced each other's country at the welcome party,
experienced Japanese culture together in the field work, and provided Malaysian and Japanese
cuisine each other at the farewell party. There must have been clearly some "differences" between
Japanese and Malaysian students. But we deepen our friendships across the "differences" of
languages, skin colors, and religions, or without worrying about the "differences" any longer. No
conflict happened here, but it brought about beautiful memories, smiles, and peace. I believe that

the colloquium made the importance of cultural interactions for all of us.
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