Japan Education Forum for Sustainable Development Goals (17t JEF for SDGs)
“Girls” Education and Innovation”

Background and Objectives

Gender equality and empowerment of women are essential to respect human rights of the individual and to realize
sustainable and peaceful society in the world. Education plays an important role in this endeavor, as clearly
mentioned in SDG 4.

However, girls and women are still in vulnerable and peripheral positions in various regions throughout the
world. In Sub-Saharan Africa, for example, the enrollment ratio of girls in primary to upper secondary levels is low,
and 63% of illiterate adults in the world are women. The ongoing COVID-19 has further lowered girls’ enrolment
ratio and exacerbated child marriage. Assuring educational opportunities for girls and women, closing gender gaps
in education and realizing women’s empowerment are not just educational agenda but a social responsibility.

Turning our attention to the recent trends of digitalization on a global scale, the field of education is also
expected to realize quality education through introducing innovative technologies. At G20 summit held in Osaka
in 2019, leaders agreed to commit to continue support for girls' and women's education and training, including
providing quality primary and secondary education, improved access to STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) education and raising awareness toward eliminating gender stereotypes. In July, 2019, G7
Ministers of Education and International Development adopted the “Gender at the Center” initiative to foster
renewed efforts to promote gender-responsive education sector planning. Innovations in education such as distance
education also has the potential to improve the situation of gender inequality

Given these circumstances, this year’s JEF for SDGs focuses on girls’ education and innovation from various
aspects including challenges surrounding girls’ education including the impacts of COVID-19, STEM education
and quality education through innovation. These viewpoints will give opportunities to think about education for
people in difficult situations caused by various factors. This forum covers various aspects including the present
situation and challenges of policies concerned and education co-operation and assistance. In the keynote speech,
impacts of innovation in girls’ education will be validated in light of SDGs’ viewpoint, and we fully expect to have
a very meaningful exchange of opinions with the floor during the panel discussion.

Theme : “Girls’ Education and Innovation”

Date : Tuesday, February 2, 2021, 17:00-19:45 (Japan Standard Time)

Form: Online Conference (Zoom)

Organized by: Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA)
Hiroshima University

University of Tsukuba
Supported by: Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)

*We provide English-Japanese interpretation.

Schedule

16:30- Registration

17:00-17:10 Opening Session
Opening Address: Senior Deputy Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology MARUYAMA Yoji

Opening Address: Ms. OKADA Keiko, Deputy Director-General, International
Cooperation Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan



17:10-17:40

17:40-18:10

18:10-18:20

18:20-19:10

Keynote speech 1
Ms. Khady DIOP MBODJI, General Secretary, Ministry of National Education, Senegal

Keynote speech 2
Prof. KURODA Reiko, Designated Professor, Frontier Research Institute, Chubu University/

Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
Break
Panel Session

Moderator: Prof. FUJITA Teruyuki, Professor, Faculty of Human Sciences / Chair, Master’s
Program in Education Sciences, University of Tsukuba

Panelists:

19:10-19:40

19:40-19:45

Ms. FUJIHIRA Tomoko, Executive Officer, Marketing Group Overseas Business Development
Department, SuRal.a Net Co.,Ltd.

Prof. FUJITA Teruyuki, Professor, Faculty of Human Sciences / Chair, Master’s Program in
Education Sciences, University of Tsukuba

Ms. Shabana BASIJ-RASIKH, Co-founder & President of School of Leadership, Afghanistan
(SOLA)
Ms. NAKAJIMA Sachiko, Jazz pianist, Mathematician, steAm, Inc., CEO

(STEM Girls Ambassador, Cabinet Office)

Dr. Paula RAZQUIN, Principal Investigator, UNESCO International Institute for Educational
Planning, Office for Latin America

Discussions, Questions and Answers

Closing
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|Keynote Speakers FEFHEREA ‘

Ms. Khady Diop Mbodji
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Ms. Khady Diop Mbodiji is the Secretary General of the Ministry of National Education in Senegal, a
position she has held since January 2018.

She holds a master’s degree in inspectorate of education as well as project management. In addition to that,
she holds a certificate in education sector diagnosis with the UNESCO International Institute for
Educational Planning.

Prior to her career as the inspectorate of education, she was a teacher. She has held several positions of
responsibility within the Ministry, such as a Head of the training office, a Director of Regional Education
Office, and a Director of Elementary Education.

Currently, as the Secretary General, she is in the position under the authority of the Minister, assisting in
the execution of government policy as well as in the administration of the Ministry.

Regarding the girls’ education, she provides the supervision into the coordination board of interventions
of girls' education.
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Prof. KURODA, Reiko, Designated Professor, Frontier Research Institute, Chubu University,
Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
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KURODA, Reiko is a designated professor at Chubu University and Professor Emeritus at The University
of Tokyo. She is a scientist known for her seminal contributions to left and right asymmetry in chemistry,
spectroscopy, crystallography, molecular and developmental biology. Her scientific achievements have
been recognized through many prizes and awards. She was a L’Oréal UNESCO Women in Science
Laureate and one of 175 past/current chemists featured by the Royal Society of Chemistry UK for its 175th
anniversary. Reiko is a foreign member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences and Fellow of TWAS
(The World Academy of Sciences). In parallel, she has been active on issues related to the environment,
education, women in science and science communication both nationally and internationally. Her
experience includes Scientific Advisory Board member to the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon on
global sustainability, Vice President of ICSU (International Council for Science), Steering Committee
member of ICEF (Innovation for Cool Earth Forum), Ambassador of WINDS (Women’s Initiative in
Developing Stem Career) and Japanese delegate to W20 (women) summit, one of the engagement groups
of G20 summit.

Rt o ¥ — R38R, B RFEA SR, 1br, o, fime. o1 - BAEE
W B A IERTFREIC BT 2 BN T O N DRSS, F0EKICED, rL TV
- AR A LWERIEE I P2 OB ESE, EEENALES 175 BFEERTES L GRIENE 175
ANDIZE « BIEOREED— N, A= —F L FESTHET BT I —SEASE, TWAS (HRB%T
BT I—) Zxu—, £z, R, HE. KoRZEE, ENATORSaI a=Fr—v a7
EOREIZEEMANCELY #lde, 7 a— LR rTREMEIZ B 3 2 I 5SS E 5 B A s Y
ZESER, 1CSU (EERFEE) Bk, ICEF (MR- LVX— - REA / X—Ta - 7%
— T L) EEEE, WINDS (MO RF Y U TIREDT-ODA =T 7 4 7)) KfFEZ: EEE,
G200 Iy hOZUF—IV R« T)—TDO—2>TH5H W20 (Women 20) W v I HAFE
o— A& LTS,



Panelists /<kU%H

Tomoko Fujihira  Executive Officer, Marketing Group Overseas Business Development,
Department, SuRalLa Net Co.,Ltd.
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Ms. Fujihira is Executive Officer, SuRaLa Net Co., Ltd. and the head of its Overseas Business
Development Department, launched in 2014. Before joining the company, she worked at a company listed
on the first section of the Tokyo Stock Exchange, where she worked for starting new businesses. After
Surala’s e-learning teaching materials business developed by that company became independent through
a management buyout, Ms. Fujihira joined SuRaLa Net in 2012. With knowhow from the Surala system
acquired over 10 years at Japanese schools and juku (tuition schools), the company now aims to contribute
to improving the quality of education in developing and emerging countries that do not yet have well-
established educational systems. The business has now been introduced in Sri Lanka, Indonesia, the
Philippines, Myanmar and other countries.
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Teruyuki Fujita, Professor, Faculty of Human Sciences/Chair, Master’s Program in Education
Sciences, University of Tsukuba
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Dr. Teruyuki Fujita is a Professor of Career Education at the Faculty of Human Sciences, University of
Tsukuba, Japan since 2013.

After completing the doctoral program at University of Tsukuba, he started his professional career in 1993
as an assistant professor at a private university. In 1998, he returned to University of Tsukuba as a faculty
member and continued working at the University for 10 years, specializing educational planning and policy
studies. Then in 2008, he was appointed as a principal researcher at the Guidance and Counseling Research
Center, National Institute for Educational Policy Research of Japan (NIER). He concurrently served as the
senior specialist for student guidance, at Student Affairs Division, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT).

He received an excellence award for his academic works from the Japanese Society for the Study of Career
Education in 2010, and also one from the Japan Association for Career Development Guidance in 2007.
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Shabana BASIJ-RASIKH, Co-founder & President of School of Leadership, Afghanistan (SOLA)
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Shabana is the co-founder and president of the School of Leadership, Afghanistan (SOLA). SOLA is the
first and only private boarding school for girls in Afghanistan, enrolling nearly 80 students in grades 6-
10.

Born in Kabul, Shabana’s childhood was spent under the Taliban regime at a time when girls’ education
was outlawed. She studied in secret until the fall of the Taliban in 2001; her experiences motivate her
certainty that investing in girls’ education is a nation’s path to a prosperous future.

Shabana is a magna cum laude graduate of Middlebury College in the USA. She is a global ambassador
for Girl Rising, a worldwide campaign for girls’ education, and in 2018 she was awarded one of
Afghanistan’s highest civilian honors for her work with SOLA. In 2019, Forbes named her to their 30
Under 30 Asia list as a social entrepreneur.
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Ms. Sachiko Nakajima, Jazz pianist, Mathematician, steAm, Inc., CEO (STEM Girls Ambassador,
Cabinet Office)
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Born in Osaka, in 1979. Thematic Project Producer for World Expo, Osaka, Kansai, Japan 2025. Gold
Medalist at International Mathematical Olympiad (unique female in Japan as of now).

While majoring in mathematics (number theory) at University of Tokyo, she encountered with jazz and
rock, and she started her music professional career after graduation. Now, she is working actively on 3
main field: Music, Mathematics, and STEAM Education.

She has been designated as one of the STEM Girls Ambassadors in Japan by Japanese Cabinet Office and
a member of “Learning Innovation” Study Group by Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industries in Japan.
She also explored the intersection of art(s) and technology in NY, at ITP (Interactive Telecommunications
Program), Tisch School of the Arts, New York University.

As for educational activities, she also develops and provides SURIJOSHI (math-loving girls) workshops,
Playful Coding/Playful Physical Computing/Playful Al, Sports x STEAM, Agriculture x STEAM, STEAM
PBL/Exploration Support, Music x Math performance, talks and articles all over Japan (and in the world).



Paula RAZQUIN, Principal Investigator, UNESCO International Institute for Educational Planning,
Office for Latin America
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Paula Razquin serves as a Principal Investigator (Individual Specialist Consultant) at UNESCO’s
International Institute for Educational Planning, Office for Latin America. She was a Visiting Professor at
Hiroshima University, Center for the Study of International Cooperation in Education, and faculty member
at Universidad de San Andrés (Argentina), where she served as former Dean of the School of Education.
Dr. Razquin had previously worked at UNESCO-Paris, as a program specialist and researcher at the
Division for Education Strategies & Capacity Building and as a research officer at the Education for All
Global Monitoring Report team. She contributed to several multilateral and bilateral agencies (most
recently USAID, the Flemish Association for Development Cooperation and Technical Assistance, and
UNRWA). Over her career, she was involved in projects in Argentina, Chile, Bolivia, Ecuador, Equatorial
Guinea, Jordan, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, the United States, and Uruguay. Dr. Razquin holds a Ph.D.
in International Comparative Education, an M.A. in Sociology, and an M.A. in International Educational
Administration and Policy Analysis, all from Stanford University. She was also a RAND/Spencer
Postdoctoral Fellow on Education Policy (RAND, Education Unit). Until December 2019, she was
Associate Editor of the journal Educational Policy Analysis Archives (Spanish edition).

Dr. Razquin’s primary areas of research and analysis are the design, planning, monitoring, and evaluation
of education policies; cost analysis in educational development; and teacher labor markets and teacher
policies.
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