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My name is Seonkyung Choi, and | worked at CICE as a researcher for about two and a half years,
from April 2019 to October 2022. CICE was my first workplace in Japan immediately after completing
my PhD. | was very nervous and did not understand many things when | first started work at CICE, but
| was lucky to have kind professors who were active in various fields with diverse personalities who
helped me to grow in terms of both my own research as well as experience in international projects,
the original purpose of CICE. Here, | would like to describe two major points: what | learned and what
| was trained to do.

First, the main job of CICE researchers is to plan and manage projects related to international
education and development, through which they can naturally understand the situation in developing
countries and from which they can make new connections and expand their research areas and ideas.
In my case, | was able to connect with Indonesia University of Education, find secondary data in my
research field, obtain Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research and write three articles in English.

Second, starting in the first year, | was able to consult with CICE professors about my future career
and receive their detailed support, which helped me to prepare for my next position. Areas where
they helped me included how to obtain a grant-in-aid, how to use a grant-in-aid, how to write papers
in English and Japanese, how to complete job application forms, how to prepare for interviews and
so on. CICE also focusses on supporting researchers’ academic achievements, so CICE’s programmes
can be used for one’s own projects tailored to one’s own research methods. For example, we
expanded our annual workshop on the topic of “Lesson Study” in Indonesia and conducted a large-
scale randomized control trial using the network that Indonesia University of Education had.

CICE thus provides diverse opportunities, and | believe that CICE offers a great environment for early
career researchers who have a positive attitude and are willing to take advantage of the opportunities
provided by its professors. My experience at CICE was the foundation that allowed me to obtain an
assistant professorship after two and a half years at CICE, and many of the former researchers who
were trained at CICE are now working at various international organizations, educational institutions
and research institutes.



