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Federal University of Latin American Integration (UNILA)
in Brazil:
A University on a Journey toward Regional Integration

Noriko TAMURA

Osaka Metropolitan University

With the aim of achieving economic regional integration, MERCOSUR (the
Southern Common Market) was established in Latin America in 1995. The Federal
University of Latin American Integration (UNILA), a federal university in Brazil,
located near the borders of Brazil, Argentina, and Paraguay, was established in
2010 within the framework of MERCOSUL. Its mission is to contribute to Latin
American integration, regional development, and the promotion of cultural,
scientific, and educational exchange in Latin America, particularly within
MERCOSUL. UNILA aims to provide higher education, foster research across
various fields of study, and promote the expansion of the university's scope and
influence.

This paper focuses on UNILA, analyzing its characteristics through its
history, educational content, and student intake. It draws data for this analysis from
academic papers, regulations, UNILA's official website, and materials obtained
during a field survey conducted on February 27, 2024.

The findings are as follows: First, UNILA represents a university model
distinct from those in Europe or Asia and unique to Latin America, adopting an
original approach that incorporates the perspectives of the colonized and the
oppressed in its academic structure, teaching languages, and admissions processes.
Second, UNILA is characterized as a university that embraces socially vulnerable
groups. It offers admission slots specifically for indigenous peoples, refugees, and
holders of humanitarian visas, welcoming students from a wide range of regions
beyond Latin America and the Caribbean. This creates an inclusive and diverse
educational environment where students of various nationalities, ethnicities, and
social backgrounds engage in education and research. Third, UNILA exemplifies
a university that draws students across borders. Rather than emphasizing inter-
university collaborations such as mutual degree recognition or credit transfer
systems across countries, UNILA focuses on attracting students with diverse
nationalities, ethnicities, and cultures, primarily from Latin America.

Through these characteristics, UNILA emerges as more than a space for
geographical or linguistic integration of Latin America as a continent or the
Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking world. It aspires to be a place where the
historically shared knowledge and consciousness of the oppressed within these
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regions are integrated. However, as a new institution that has only recently begun
its journey toward realizing these ideals, challenges remain, including issues such
as how credits earned at UNILA will be recognized outside Brazil and the value
placed on UNILA degrees.



