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Adult Learning in protracted crisis

Takafumi MIYAKE
Rikkyo University

This paper aimed at clarifying the three points from the literature review.
First, international normative policy documents on adult learning in crisis due to
conflict and disaster was reviewed. In this paper, the adult learning defined as the
learning of youth and adults for developing the foundational skills, transferable
skills and vocational skills. Second, it argued the three roles of adult learning in
crisis: protection and empowerment of adults; contribution to work, livelihoods,
and wellbeing; and promotion of social integration, reconciliation, and peace.
Third, the challenges of adult learning in crisis include the low priority given to
adult learning policies and practices by both affected countries and donors.

There are two implications of this paper. First, the policy recommendations
include: 1) inclusion of adult learning in international normative policy documents
on education in crisis, including the UN resolution on the right to education in
emergencies and the INEE minimum standards; 2) inclusion of adult learning
in GPE and ECW policies, strategies, priorities, and programs; and 3) to
incorporating adult learning, especially skills development in affected countries’
education cluster strategies. Second, with regard to capacity building, there is a
need to strengthen the capacity of affected country governments and concerned
institutions to design, implement, and monitor and evaluate effective adult learning
programs in crisis. In particular, there is a high need to develop capacity in the
field of safety, health and well-being, education for reconciliation promotion and
peacebuilding, and the management of second chance programs for youth and
adults who have lost their schooling opportunities, which requires ensuring the
equivalency. Collection of good practices in capacity developing efforts would be
beneficial.

Further study is needed on case studies for quantitative and qualitative
analysis on impact of adult learning programs in crisis, which leads to prioritize
adult learning policy and programs by affected countries and donors.



